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W;} COUNTY COURCIL,

or

HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAWD

1973 Legislétive Séssion, Legislafive Day Ho,  73=24

Bill Ho. . 73731-(a;hamenged);.j

Int¥oduced Wy ifr, Habern W. Freeman, Jr.
ANXEOD

AN EMERGENCY ACT to add new Section 521A to the Code of Public Local Laws of

. Harford County (1965 Edition, as  amended), to follow
immediately after Section 520 thereof and to be under the
new title, "Interference with Emergency Equipment', to

provide that it shall be unlawful to interfere with or

\

obstruct emergency equipment or vehicles, establish proce-

dures for the removal of such obstructions, to provide
penalties for the violation thereof, to provide for the
proper establishment and marking by the fire marshall AND

FIRE CHIEF of emergency equipment accesses, and matters

generally related thereto.

By the Council August 14, . 1973
Intioduced, read first time, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled on
September 13, 1973 , at 7:30 P.il, in the

Council Hearing Room, Bel Air, ileryland.

By order, Secretary
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Section 1.. Be It Enacted by The County Council of Harford County,

Maryland, that new Section 521A be, and it 1s hereby, added to
the Code of Public Local Laws of Harford County (1965 Edition,
as . amended), and to be under the title, "Interference with

Emergency Equipment'", and to read as follows:

(a) Definitions
For the purpose of this law, terms hereinafter set
forth shall be defined as follows:

(1) A fire lane: is defined as a lane required to be

permanently open for the ingress or egress of fire and other
emergency vehicles only, in order that fires and other disasters
may be prevented or controlled and exitways are kept uncbstructed
for life safety.

(2) An emergency vehicle:. is defined as a vehicle

so designated or authorized by the administrator of the State
Motor Vehicle Administration.

(3) Safe and expeditious manner: means the use of

. any safe method by the proper authorities which is calculated to

remove the obstruction in the shortest period of time; inctdading,
but not limited to, the use by the proper authorities of wrecking

equipment, tools, tow trucks and explosives.

(4) 'TIRE COMPANY: "MEANS ANY VOLUNTEER OR COMPENSATED

FIRE COMPANY SERVING HARFORD COUNTY INCLUDING THOSE OPERATED BY

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OR FROM OUT OF STATE."

(5) FIRE MARSHALL: "MEANS THE STATE FIRE MARSHALL OR

ANY DULY ‘APIPO‘INTED COUNTY FIRE MARSHALL,"
(b) Establishment of Fire Lanes.

The Fire Marshall OR THE FIRE CHIEF shall study the
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“sidewalk, or driveway or other access shall also have painted
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fire lanes. If the fire marshall IN COORDINATION WITH THE FIRE

CHIEF OF THE COMPANY SERVING THE AREA INVOLVED shall find any

private entrance or exit, sidewalk, FIRE HYDRANT, or vehicular

driveway or interior private driveway oOr sidewalk; existing or
proposed, is obstructed or is likely to be obstructed by vehicles,
debris, snow,.construction material or other matter likely to
interfere Wifh fhe ingress or egresé'of emergency vehicles he
IEEZ shall order‘that the obstruction be removed at once and that
such areas be képt clear of obstruction at all times. In order
to facilitate the keeping of said ingress and egress areas free

from obstruction, the Fire Marshall OR FIRE CHIEF shall erect

the proper warning signs and shall deéignate placement
thereof in céoperation with the Department of Public Works and
he shall designate proper fire lanes which shall be clearly marked

with the words "Fire Lane - Do Not Block" and such curb, road,

upon if, in a highly visible color, lines that will delineate
the areas to 5é kept clear of any obstruction. Where such signs
or markings must be erected or painted on privately owned property
the cost of the signs or marking or painting shall be borne by
the owner or Qﬁners of the property.
(c) Authorization for Removal. .
(1) Any Law Enforcement Officer,ifi;e‘Dep&%%mea%_

COMPANY or other City Agency is hereby authoriéed wherever
necessary-to take possession of, remove, tow away, impound or
otherwise remove any debris, material, vehicle or other object
which interferes with or obstructs préviously established and

marked fire lands for the access or operation of any Fire

bBepasitment COMPANY equipment or other emergency vehicles or

-
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to remove an obstruction from a fire lane during a fire or other
emergency is authorized to do so in any manner that is both
safe and expeditious as defined by this law.

(d) Parking Violations.

(1) 1In all cases involving parking violations in the
way of fire lanes established and marked pursuant to this County
Ordinance, the Law Enforcement Officer who discovers a vehicle
illegall? Eﬁrked shall, if the operator is absent, attach a
sumﬁons to the vehicle in a conspicious place, or if the operator
is present, deliver such summons to him. A copy of the summons
shall be retainéd by the officer and shall bear certification
under penalty of perjury by the officer attesting to the trufh
of the matter therein set forth. The recipient of such a
summons may waive a hearing before the court at least five (5)
days prior to the date of hearing set out in the summons. .If
the person so summoned desires a hearing, he shall notify the
clerk of the court of such desire at least five (5) days prior
to the date of the hearing as set forth in the summons. At the
time that such notice of a desire for a hearing is given, the
peréon summoned shall also notify the clerk of the court that
he desires the preSence of the officer who issued the summons
at the time of the hearing. 1In the event that the person so
summoned does not notify the clerk that he desires the presence
of the officer at the time of the hearing as aforesaid, it shall

not be nécessary that the officer who issued the summons appear,

-and the copy of the summons bearing the certification by the

officer shall-be prima facie evidence of the matters therein
set forth. The Law Enforcement Agencies shall cause notice of

the provisions of this section to be printed clearlyv atid in a
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(2) Wherever an unattended motor vehicle may be found
in violation of the provisions of this law, a rebuttable presump-
tion shall arise #that the registered owner, as disclosed by the
records of the State Motor Vehicle Administration is responsible
for the violation.

(3) Any person who shall violate his written promise
to appear in court to answér to a charge of a'violation of any
of the provisions of this subtitle who willfully violates such
promise to appear in court shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
regardless of the disposition of the charge upon which he was
originally arrested. A written promise to appear in court may
be complied with by-an appearance by counsel.

(e) Penalties.
(1) Any person violating the provisions of this

subtitle shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction

more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or imprisoned not less
than ten (10) days nor more than three (3) months, or both fined
and impriéoned.

(2) Fach and every day during which a violation of
this law continues shall be deemed a separate offense.’

£33 If as e proximeie eause of the wielation-of any
part of this—law thexe is e toss ef life; the peéseﬂ ¥iolating
$his lew shell be guiliy of e misdemeaneory and vpPon convieiion
thereofy shell be fined +he mandetory sum—of one ithousend doitlaxs
é$é799éf994‘ané shell be imprisoned fef a peried of six-months
for ewery individuel leoss of life ihet occurred-r -Saxd imééiseameﬂ

peried shall ne+ run concurzentivs

(f) Liability. Harford County OR ANY FIRE COMPANY SERVING

+
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marked fire lane.

(g) Severability. If any provision of this ordinance
or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid for any reason, such invalidity shall not affect the
other provisions Oor any ether applicatién of this Ordinance which
can Be given effect without the invalid provisions or application,
and to this end, all the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby

declared to be severable.

Section 2; And Be It Further Enacted, that this Act is hereby
declared to be an!emergency #fetsand necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, saféty, welfare and
property and for the control of fires in the increasingly
coﬁgested areas of the County and this Act shall take effect

from the date it becomes law.

Effective: October 18, 1973
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BY THE COUICIL

Read the third time.

PassedlSD 73-31 - OcToBER 16, 1973 (¥ith imendments)

RAROMXKECEXHABERX

By oxder
/MZ////g %/// , Seozetezy

Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive for his

approval this 17TH dey of ___ OCTOBER , 1973 at

2:00 _o'clookP
//J/z/% %/%;ew

o

BY THE EXECUTIVE

APPROVED:

Charles B. A‘nderson,‘ Jr,, County Exe

DatE _ O~/

BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill, having been approved by the Executive and

73-31



